
Light-hearted & Humorous Readings 

A wedding ceremony reading from Dr Suess, Oh the places you’ll go: 
Congratulations! 
Today is your day. 
You’re off to Great Places! 
You’re off and away! 
You have brains in your head. 
You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself any direction you choose. 
You’re on your own. And you know what you know. And YOU are the guy who’ll decide where to 
go. 
You’ll look up and down streets. Look’em over with care. About some you will say, “I don’t choose 
to go there.” With your head full of brains and your shoes full of feet, you’re too smart to go down a 
not-so-good street. 
And you may not find any you’ll want to go down. In that case, of course, you’ll head straight out of 
town. It’s opener there in the wide open air. 
Out there things can happen and frequently do to people as brainy and footsy as you. 
And when things start to happen, don’t worry. Don’t stew. Just go right along. You’ll start happening 
too. 
Oh! The Places You’ll Go! 
You’ll be on your way up! 
You’ll be seeing great sights! 
You’ll join the high fliers who soar to high heights. 
You won’t lag behind, because you’ll have the speed. You’ll pass the whole gang and you’ll soon 
take the lead. Wherever you fly, you’ll be best of the best. Wherever you go, you will top all the 
rest. 
Except when you don’t. 
Because, sometimes, you won’t. 
I’m sorry to say so but, sadly, it’s true that Bang-ups and Hang-ups can happen to you. 
You can get all hung up in a prickle-ly perch. And your gang will fly on. You’ll be left in a Lurch. 
You’ll come down from the Lurch with an unpleasant bump. And the chances are, then, that you’ll 
be in a Slump. 
And when you’re in a Slump, you’re not in for much fun. Un-slumping yourself is not easily done. 
You will come to a place where the streets are not marked. Some windows are lighted. But mostly 
they’re darked. A place you could sprain both your elbow and chin! Do you dare to stay out? Do 
you dare to go in? How much can you lose? How much can you win? 
And if you go in, should you turn left or right…or right-and-three-quarters? Or, maybe, not quite? Or 
go around back and sneak in from behind? Simple it’s not, I’m afraid you will find, for a mind-
maker-upper to make up his mind. 
You can get so confused that you’ll start in to race down long wiggled roads at a break-necking 
pace and grind on for miles across weirdish wild space, headed, I fear, toward a most useless 
place. 
The Waiting Place…for people just waiting. 
Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come, or a plane to go or the mail to come, or the rain to go or 
the phone to ring, or the snow to snow or waiting around for a Yes or No or waiting for their hair to 
grow. Everyone is just waiting. 
Waiting for the fish to bite or waiting for wind to fly a kite or waiting around for Friday night or 
waiting, perhaps, for their Uncle Jake or a pot to boil, or a Better Break or a string of pearls, or a 
pair of pants or a wig with curls, or Another Chance. Everyone is just waiting. 
No! That’s not for you! 
Somehow you’ll escape all that waiting and staying. You’ll find the bright places where Boom 
Bands are playing. With banner flip-flapping, once more you’ll ride high! Ready for anything under 
the sky. Ready because you’re that kind of a guy! 
Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to be done! There are points to be scored. There are games 
to be won. And the magical things you can do with that ball will make you the winning-est winner of 
all. Fame! You’ll be famous as famous can be, with the whole wide world watching you win on TV. 
Except when they don’t. Because, sometimes, they won’t. 
I’m afraid that some times you’ll play lonely games too. Games you can’t win ‘cause you’ll play 
against you. 



All Alone! 
Whether you like it or not, Alone will be something you’ll be quite a lot. 
And when you’re alone, there’s a very good chance you’ll meet things that scare you right out of 
your pants. There are some, down the road between hither and yon, that can scare you so much 
you won’t want to go on. 
But on you will go though the weather be foul. On you will go though your enemies prowl. On you 
will go though the Hakken-Kraks howl. Onward up many a frightening creek, though your arms 
may get sore and your sneakers may leak. On and on you will hike. And I know you’ll hike far and 
face up to your problems whatever they are. 
You’ll get mixed up, of course, as you already know. You’ll get mixed up with many strange birds as 
you go. So be sure when you step. Step with care and great tact and remember that Life’s a Great 
Balancing Act. Just never forget to be dexterous and deft. And never mix up your right foot with 
your left. 
And will you succeed? 
Yes! You will, indeed! 
(98 and ¾ percent guaranteed.) 
Kid, you’ll move mountains! 
So…be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray or Mordecai Ale Van Allen O’Shea, you’re off to 
Great Places! 
Today is your day! 
Your mountain is waiting. 
So…get on your way! 

Pam Ayres :: Poems :: Yes I’ll Marry You My Dear
Listen
Yes, I’ll marry you, my dear.
And here’s the reason why.
So I can push you out of bed
When the baby starts to cry.
And if we hear a knocking
And it’s creepy and it’s late,
I hand you the torch you see,
And you investigate.
Yes I’ll marry you, my dear,
You may not apprehend it,
But when the tumble-drier goes
It’s you that has to mend it.
You have to face the neighbour
Should our labrador attack him,
And if a drunkard fondles me
It’s you that has to whack him.
Yes, I’ll marry you,
You’re virile and you’re lean,
My house is like a pigsty
You can help to keep it clean.
That sexy little dinner
Which you served by candlelight,
As I do chipolatas,
You can cook it every night!!!
It’s you who has to work the drill
And put up curtain track,
And when I’ve got PMT it’s you who gets the flak,
I do see great advantages,
But none of them for you,
And so before you see the light,
I DO, I DO, I DO!!
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He Never Leaves The Seat Up
Author Unknown 

He never leaves the seat up  
Or wet towels upon the floor 
The toothpaste has the lid on  
And he always shuts the door! 
 
She’s very clean and tidy 
Though she may sometimes delude  
Leave your things out at your peril  
In a second they’ll have moved! 
 
He’s a very active person  
As are all his next of kin  
Where as she likes lazy days 
He’ll still drag her to the gym! 
 
He romances her and dines her 
Home cooked dinners and the like  
He even knows her favourite food  
And spoils her day and night! 
 
She’s thoughtful when he looks at her 
A smile upon his face  
Will he look that good in 50 years 
When his dentures aren’t in place?! 
 
He says he loves her figure  
And her mental prowess too  
But when gravity takes her over 
Will she charm with her IQ?  
 
She says she loves his kindness 
And his patience is a must 
And of course she thinks he’s handsome  
Which in her eyes is a plus! 
 
They’re both not wholly perfect 
But who are we to judge  
He can be pig headed  
Where as she won’t even budge! 
 
All that said and done  
They love the time they spent together 
And I hope as I’m sure you do  
That this fine day will last forever. 
 
He’ll be more than just her husband  
He’ll also be her friend  
And she’ll be more than just his wife  
She’s be his soul mate ‘till the end.



Saga Love
by Bee Rawlinson 

Love me when I'm old and shocking
Peel off my elastic stockings
Swing me from the chandeliers
Let's be randy bad old dears
Push around my chromed Bath Chair
Let me tease your white chest hair
Scaring children, swapping dentures
Let us have some great adventures
Take me to the Dogs and Bingo
Teach me how to speak the lingo
Bone my eels and bring me tea
Show me how it's meant to be
Take me to your special places
Watching all the puzzled faces
You in shorts and socks and sandals
Me with warts and huge love-handles
As the need for love enthrals
Wrestle with my dampproof smalls
Make me laugh without constraint
Buy me chocolate body paint
Hold me safe throughout the night
When my hair has turned to white
Believe me when I say it's true
I've waited all my life for you.
~ Bee Rawlinson

Reading : A Lovely Love Story
by Edward Monkton

The fierce Dinosaur was trapped inside his cage of ice.
Although it was cold he was happy in there. It was, after all, his cage.
Then along came the Lovely Other Dinosaur.
The Lovely Other Dinosaur melted the Dinosaur’s cage with kind words and loving thoughts.
I like this Dinosaur thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.
Although he is fierce he is also tender and he is funny.
He is also quite clever though I will not tell him this for now.
I like this Lovely Other Dinosaur, thought the Dinosaur.
She is beautiful and she is different and she smells so nice.
She is also a free spirit which is a quality I much admire in a dinosaur.
But he can be so distant and so peculiar at times, thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.
He is also overly fond of things.
Are all Dinosaurs so overly fond of things?
But her mind skips from here to there so quickly thought the Dinosaur.
She is also uncommonly keen on shopping.
Are all Lovely Other Dinosaurs so uncommonly keen on shopping?
I will forgive his peculiarity and his concern for things, thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.
For they are part of what makes him a richly charactered individual.
I will forgive her skipping mind and her fondness for shopping, thought the Dinosaur.
For she fills our life with beautiful thoughts and wonderful surprises. Besides,
I am not unkeen on shopping either.



Now the Dinosaur and the Lovely Other Dinosaur are old.
Look at them.
Together they stand on the hill telling each other stories and feeling the warmth of the sun on their 
backs.
And that, my friends, is how it is with love.
Let us all be Dinosaurs and Lovely Other Dinosaurs together.
For the sun is warm.
And the world is a beautiful place  

No Matter What
By Debi Gliori

Small was feeling
Grim and dark.
Playing toss and fling and squash, 
Yell and scream and bang and crash
Break and snap and bash and batter…
“Good grief” said Large.
“What is the matter?”

Small said,
“I’m a grim and grumpy 
Little small
And nobody 
Loves me at all”
“Oh Small” said Large.  “Grumpy or not,
I’ll always love you no matter what.”

Small said, “If I was a grizzly bear,
Would you still love me,
Would you care?”
“Of course” said Large,
“bear or not,
I’ll always love you
No matter what.”

Small said “But if I turned into a bug, 
Would you still love me and give me a hug?”

“Of course” said Large,
“Bug or not, 
I’ll always love you no matter what”

“No matter what?” said Small and smiled
“what if I was a crocodile?”
Large said, “I’d hug you close and tight,
And tuck you up in bed each night.”

“Does love wear out” said Small,
“does it break or bend? 
Can you fix it, stick it,
Does it mend?”
“Oh help” said Large, “I’m not that clever,
I just know I’ll love you for ever.”
Small said, “but what about



when your dead and gone 
would you still love me then,
does love go on?”

Large held Small snug
as they looked out at the night,
at the moon in the dark,
and the starts shining bright.
“Small, look at the stars 
How they shine and glow,
But some of those stars died
A long time ago
Still they shine in the evening skies
Love, like starlight, never dies.” 

The Owl and the Pussy-Cat
BY EDWARD LEAR

I
The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
   In a beautiful pea-green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
   Wrapped up in a five-pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,
   And sang to a small guitar,
"O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
    What a beautiful Pussy you are,
         You are,
         You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!"

II
Pussy said to the Owl, "You elegant fowl!
   How charmingly sweet you sing!
O let us be married! too long we have tarried:
   But what shall we do for a ring?"
They sailed away, for a year and a day,
   To the land where the Bong-Tree grows
And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood
   With a ring at the end of his nose,
             His nose,
             His nose,
   With a ring at the end of his nose.

III
"Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
   Your ring?" Said the Piggy, "I will."
So they took it away, and were married next day
   By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
   Which they ate with a runcible spoon;   
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
   They danced by the light of the moon,
             The moon,
             The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon. 



“Falling in Love is Like Owning a Dog” 
by Taylor Mali 

"First of all, it’s a big responsibility, 
So think long and hard before deciding on love. 
On the other hand, love gives you a sense of security: 
when you’re walking down the street late at night 
and you have a leash on love 
ain’t no one going to mess with you. 
Because crooks and muggers think love is unpredictable. 
Who knows what love could do in its own defense? 
On cold winter nights, love is warm. 
It lies between you and lives and breaths 
and makes funny noises. 
Love wakes you up all hours of the night with its needs. 
It needs to be fed so it will grow and stay healthy. 
Love doesn’t like being left alone for long. 
But come home and love is always happy to see you. 
It may break a few things accidentally in its passion for life, 
but you can never be mad at love for long. 
Is love good all the time? No! No! 
Love can be bad. Bad, love, bad! Very bad love. 
Love makes messes. 
Love leaves you little surprises here and there. 
Love needs lots of cleaning up after. 
Sometimes you just want to get love fixed. 
Sometimes you want to roll up a piece of newspaper 
and swat love on the nose, 
not so much to cause pain, 
just to let love know ‘Don’t you ever do that again!’ 
Sometimes love just wants to go for a nice long walk. 
Because love loves exercise. 
It runs you around the block and leaves you panting. 
It pulls you in several different directions at once, 
or winds around and around you 
until you’re all wound up and can’t move. 
But love makes you meet people wherever you go. 
People who have nothing in common but love 
stop and talk to each other on the street. 
Throw things away and love will bring them back, 
again, and again, and again. 
But most of all, love needs love, lots of it. 
And in return, love loves you and never stops.” 

From "The Velveteen Rabbit" by Margery Williams  
"What is REAL?" asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by side near the nursery 
fender, before Nana came to tidy the room. "Does it mean having things that buzz inside you and a 
stick-out handle?"  

"Real isn't how you are made," said the Skin Horse. "It's a thing that happens to you. When a child 
loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become 
Real."  

"Does it hurt?" asked the Rabbit.  



"Sometimes," said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. "When you are Real you don't mind 
being hurt."  

"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up," he asked, "or bit by bit?"  

"It doesn't happen all at once," said the Skin Horse. "You become. It takes a long time. That's why 
it doesn't happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be 
carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your 
eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don't matter at all, 
because once you are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand."  

"Carrie's Poem" from Sex and the City 
His hello was the end of her endings 
Her laugh was their first step down the aisle 
His hand would be hers to hold forever 
His forever was as simple as her smile 
He said she was what was missing 
She said instantly she knew 
She was a question to be answered 
And his answer was "I do” 

"To Diego and Frida" (Tina Modotti's toast) from the movie Frida 
I don't believe in marriage. No, I really don't. Let me be clear about that. I think at worst it's a 
hostile political act, a way for small-minded men to keep women in the house and out of the way, 
wrapped up in the guise of tradition and conservative religious nonsense. At best, it's a happy 
delusion - these two people who truly love each other and have no idea how truly miserable they're 
about to make each other. But, but, when two people know that, and they decide with eyes wide 
open to face each other and get married anyway, then I don't think it's conservative or delusional. I 
think it's radical and courageous and very romantic. 

"Superbly Situated" by Robert Hershon 

you politely ask me not to die and i promise not to 
right from the beginning—a relationship based on 
good sense and thoughtfulness in little things 

i would like to be loved for such simple attainments 
as breathing regularly and not falling down too often 
or because my eyes are brown or my father left-handed 

and to be on the safe side i wouldn’t mind if somehow 
i became entangled in your perception of admirable objects 
so you might say to yourself: i have recently noticed 

how superbly situated the empire state building is 
how it looms up suddenly behind cemeteries and rivers 
so far away you could touch it—therefore i love you 

part of me fears that some moron is already plotting 
to tear down the empire state building and replace it 
with a block of staten island mother/daughter houses 

just as part of me fears that if you love me for my cleanliness 
i will grow filthy if you admire my elegant clothes 
i’ll start wearing shirts with sailboats on them 

http://homevideo.about.com/library/weekly/aafpr060303.htm


but i have decided to become a public beach an opera house 
a regularly scheduled flight—something that can’t help being 
in the right place at the right time—come take your seat 

we’ll raise the curtain fill the house start the engines 
fly off into the sunrise, the spire of the empire state 
the last sight on the horizon as the earth begins to curve 
You have done it by being yourself. 

From the comic strip Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson 
Calvin: What's it like to fall in love? 
Hobbes: Well... say the object of your affection walks by... 
Calvin: Yeah? 
Hobbes: First, your heart falls into your stomach and splashes your innards. All the moisture makes 
you sweat profusely. This condensation shorts the circuits to your brain and you get all woozy. 
When your brain burns out altogether, your mouth disengages and you babble like a cretin until 
she leaves. 
Calvin: THAT'S LOVE?!? 
Hobbes: Medically speaking. 
Calvin: Heck, that happened to me once, but I figured it was cooties! 

A Quote from Ogden Nash 
To keep your marriage brimming 
With love in the loving cup 
Whenever you’re wrong, admit it 
Whenever you’re right, shut up. 

I Wanna Grow Old With You 
by Adam Sandler 

"I wanna make you smile, 
Whenever you're sad. 
Carry you around when your arthritis is bad. 
All I wanna do, 
Is grow old with you. 
I'll get you medicine, 
When your tummy aches. 
Build you a fire if the furnace breaks. 
Oh it could be so nice, 
Growin' old with you. 
I'll miss you, kiss you, 
Give you my coat when you are cold. 
Need you, feed you. 
Even let you hold the remote control. 
So let me do the dishes in our kitchen sink. 
Put you to bed when you've had too much to drink. 
Oh I could be the man, 
Who grows old with you. 
I wanna grow old with you". 

"I Ask The Impossible" 
by Anna Castillo 

"I ask the impossible: love me forever. 
Love me when all desire is gone. 
Love me with the single-mindedness of a monk. 
When the world and all its entirety, 
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and all that you hold sacred, advise you 
against it: love me still more. 
When rage fills you and has no name: love me. 
When each step from your door to your job ties you- 
love me; and from job to home again. 

Love me when you are bored - 
when everyone you see is more beautiful than the last, 
or more pathetic, love me as you always have: 
not as admirer or judge, but with 
the compassion you save for yourself 
in your solitude. 

Love me as you relish your loneliness, 
the anticipation of your death, 
mysteries of the flesh, as it tears and mends. 

Love me as your most treasured childhood memory- 
and if there is none to recall - 
imagine one, place me there with you. 
Love me withered as you loved me new. 

Love me as if I were forever - 
and I will make the impossible 
a simple act, 
by loving you, loving you as I do."


